"CURTIS

wise for him to follow the career that had been chosen
for him. Often he thought of trying his chance at com-
merce, thinking that when he had found a niche for
himself he might stay in it, comfortable and secure, rather
than risk the terrific adventure of the Bar. He knew all
the pitfalls ahead; he knew that for years he might be
in the position of waiting for briefs, sitting the days out
in chambers. In commerce, he could at least be active
and scout for work; as a barrister, the slightest sign of
invitation to a solicitor, even a casual suggestion of lunch
with a friend who was on the other side of the legal fence,
might have the most dire consequences.

Curtis-Bennett never confessed that he did at one time
actually take steps to find himself a safe job in the City.
There are good reasons, however, to suppose that he did
offer himself as a salaried employee of a firm controlled
by an acquaintance. That the suggestion was not shock-
ing to him is shown at a later period, when he nearly
accepted the offer of a secretarial job. But that was when
he had everything to lose; just now, before he began a
serious period of coaching, he chafed at delay, and took
it out of himself by 5o-mile cycle rides out of London,

Another interest was the amateur theatre, which had
engrossed his attention at Cambridge but with which he
now flirted almost for the last time, " He is becoming
quite a famous amateur actor," said the London press
when he appeared in the title role of " Jedbury Junior "
at the Albert Hall. It was a charity performance, duly
attended by Royalty, and although one paper remarked
cruelly that " Charity covered a multitude of sins," the
majority of the newspapers that have space for these
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